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"Jesus of Nazareth is the Holy One of God" 

Mark 1:21-28 

2 February Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

Jesus leaves Nazareth. John baptizes Him. Jesus defeats the Tempter. John proclaims the Word. 

Jesus has returned from the wilderness. John must decrease. Jesus must increase. John is in prison. 

Jesus came into Galilee saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent, 

and believe in the Gospel" (Mark 1:15). He passes along the Sea of Galilee and calls four fishermen 

... Simon Peter and his brother Andrew ... James and his brother John. 

 

Jesus does not call them to be leaders, but followers. They will not be trained to be CEOs of 

congregations, but His undershepherds of His Church. Therefore He disciples them and they follow 

Him. As they do, He catechizes those who listen with pure doctrine and they listen to this Word. He 

is preparing His disciples to know with their minds, to believe in their souls, and to declare with their 

mouths the confession of the faith, that ... 

 

... "Jesus of Nazareth is the Holy One of God." 

 

"And they went into Capernaum; and immediately on the sabbath He entered the synagogue and 

taught. And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one who had authority, and 

not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and 

he cried out, ‘What have You to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I 

know who You are, the Holy One of God.' But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out 

of him!' And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. And 

they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, ‘What is this? A new 

teaching! With authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.' And at once 

His fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee." 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

The finger of God etched His commandments on the tablets of stone and one of them read, "Thou 

shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor." The Incarnate Son of God came and fulfilled His 

own Law, this commandment included. Not only did He not ever bear false witness against His 

neighbor, but He always spoke the truth perfectly ... pure doctrine flowing from Jehovah ... 

wonderful dogma uttered by the Divine. This He did that the people might believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, and believing, have Life in His Name. 

 

Jesus' disciples follow Him and "they went into Capernaum; and immediately on the sabbath He 

entered the synagogue and taught. And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as 

one who had authority, and not as the scribes." 
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The scribes? They did not teach what Jesus taught. Evidently they were tentative or gave the 

impression that they did not believe the Word entrusted to them for they taught the doctrines of man 

and had not the authority of God. They were law-men who used the power of position and office to 

command. With what might they be likened today? They could be likened to those members of 

congregations who seek to wield power over others instead of being servants; or like clergy who 

seek to be leaders in an organization instead of being undershepherds of Christ. They are PAC-men 

who use the money of financial organizations to lure and entice both the corrupt and the naive. 

 

Such ordained and non-ordained alike utter endless repetitions of "the Gospel, the Gospel, always 

the Gospel, only the Gospel, let's do the Gospel," without ever declaring the Good News of God's 

forgiveness in Christ and all the while denying the same Word. They claim to be mission-minded but 

have nothing in their messages to the world but manageable law, the traditions of men, the words of 

the politician, the statements of councils and as such they stay the course set by Satan. They seek 

refuge in by-laws to justify their lying word and false actions, and they conjure convention 

resolutions to remain in office. These men justify their idolatry in the city even as such sin leads to 

adultery on the plain. "For admission has been secretly gained by some who long ago were 

designated for this condemnation, ungodly persons who pervert the grace of our God into 

licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ" (Jude 4). 

 

They simply do not believe the truth of the Word and therefore they teach as ones who have not the 

authority of God even "as they boldly carouse together, looking after themselves; waterless clouds, 

carried along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, up-rooted; wild waves of the sea, 

casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars for whom the nether gloom of darkness has 

been reserved for ever" (Jude 12-13). And when this is pointed out, they squeal like the demons of 

hell. 

 

"And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

‘What have You to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us?.'" There, dear 

baptized, you hear a confession of the truth from a demon. Jesus of Nazareth, "I know who You are, 

the Holy One of God." The devil, recently defeated in the desert by Jesus of Nazareth, knows that 

this man of Galilee, Mary's Firstborn Son, is none other than the LORD God Almighty. All demons, 

devils and unclean spirits know that Jesus is Jehovah and each one of them know this truth and when 

confronted by the Word will confess this truth. This is the promised Seed of the woman Who would 

crush the head of Satan. This is the perfect Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world. This 

Jesus is the Messiah, Who has come to bind up the broken- hearted, to release those bound by sin, to 

defeat death, and to redeem the world and all therein ... all that is, except the fallen angels ... all 

except the Devil, the demons and the unclean spirits.  

 

Even though the truth is known and declared even to God Himself, Jesus of Nazareth, "I know who 

You are,, it does not do them any good. For God has not granted the gifts of redemption, repentance 

and faith to the evil angels. Rather, "they are being kept by Him in eternal chains in the nether gloom 

until the judgment of the great day" (Jude 6).  

 

And what of men? Truly there are those who will readily declare that Jesus of Nazareth is "the Holy 

One of God." And still, for some, this is not good enough. James, the brother of Jesus, writes 

concerning those who are in the congregation but who are also outside the Church, "You believe that 

God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe - and shudder" (James 2:19). Merely stating the 
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truth that Jesus of Nazareth is "the Holy One of God" does not, in itself, mean that a person is a child 

of God. 

 

A child of God trusts that Christ has come into this world, incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary and born in order to fulfill His Law, to atone for the sins of the world, to die in our place and 

to rise again from the dead. The devil's believing is knowing the facts of history. The Christian's 

believing is the gift of faith and trust in Jesus of Nazareth, the Holy One of God. This is the saving 

faith of the Christian - to believe and trust and hope in Christ crucified and risen.  

 

So, in speaking of saving faith we must remember "that these three elements always belong together: 

the promise itself, the fact that the promise is free, and the merits of Christ as the price and 

propitiation. The promise is accepted by faith; the fact that it is free excludes our merits and shows 

that the blessing is offered only by mercy; the merits of Christ are the price because there must be a 

certain propitiation for our sins. .... And so at every mention of mercy we must remember that this 

requires faith, which accepts the promise of mercy. Similarly, at every mention of faith we are also 

thinking of its object, the promised mercy. For faith does not justify or save because it is a good 

work in itself, but only because it accepts the promised mercy" (Apology, Art. IV). 

 

"And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

‘What have You to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us?.' But Jesus 

rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!' And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 

crying with a loud voice, came out of him." 

 

Jesus commands and the demon came out of the man. But notice what happened, not to the demon, 

but to the man. He was rid of that unclean spirit. He got his life back because of Jesus Word. And 

behold this day, dear baptized, with the declaration of the Word the old Adam is drowned in the 

killing waters of Baptism, sins of the repentant are forgiven in the Absolution, lives are made whole 

by the Word of Life read, and souls are healed by the proclamation of your Savior Jesus in the 

sermon. Those prepared to receive Christ do so in the Lord's Supper, eating and drinking the Blood 

of Jesus and His Body as well as the wine and the bread. 

 

There is even a Word of God that leads to hope for that scribe ... that impenitent leader, that 

congregational power broker, that recalcitrant clergyman. God does not desire that you die in such a 

wretched state. Listen to His Word spoken by His watchman: "Say to them, As I live, says the 

LORD God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that they turn from his way and live; 

turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die?" (Ezekiel 33:11-12). Behold, the gift 

of repentance is being offered to you. Or, as Jesus said when preaching the Gospel of God, "The 

time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the Gospel" (Mark 1:15). 

 

The Church prays for those men who are possessed by the unclean spirits of this present age. "God 

may perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth, and they may escape from the 

snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will" (2 Timothy 2:25-26).  

 

"And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

‘What have You to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us?.' But Jesus 

rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!' And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 

crying with a loud voice, came out of him. And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among 

themselves, saying, ‘What is this? A new teaching! With authority He commands even the unclean 
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spirits, and they obey Him.' And at once His fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding 

region of Galilee." 

 

Oh! How much we would like to end the sermon today at this point and to do so with the story-book 

ending that those many who heard the Word and followed Him lived happily ever after. But sadly 

and soberly this did not take place. Jesus spoke the truth when He said, ... 

 

"He who eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood abides in Me, and I in him. As the living Father sent 

Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me will live because of Me. This is the Bread 

which came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this Bread will live 

for ever.' This He said in the synagogue, as He taught at Capernaum." 

 

"Many of His disciples, when they heard it, said, ‘This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?' But 

Jesus, knowing in Himself that His disciples murmured at it, said to them, ‘Do you take offense at 

this? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending where He was before? It is the Spirit 

that gives Life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are Spirit and Life. But 

there are some of you that do no believe.' For Jesus knew from the first who those were that did not 

believe, and who it was that should betray Him. And He said, ‘This is why I told you that no one can 

come to Me unless it is granted him by the Father.'" 

 

"After this many of His disciples drew back and no longer went about with Him. Jesus said to the 

twelve, ‘Will you also go away?' Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal Life; and we have believed, and have come to know, that You are the Holy 

One of God'" (John 6:56-69). Amen. 


